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PREFACE. 





6 yap he over the well-known pages of our 
friend Izaak Walton, afan amufement fuited 
to the feafon, while a brother of the quill was gone 
to realize his precepts on a neighbouring river, we 
could not but be ftruck with an analogy, if nota re- 
- femblance, between our critical occupation and that 
of the patient angler. Perpetually watching the great 
ftream of literature, we enctiontes bring to land a 
noble fifh, which affords us excellent fpert, and fu 
lies a pleafing narrative for our friends; while the 
{maller fry, which for ever play at the furface, and» 
feem to court the hook, are packed together in our 
bafket ; and if they prove not fit to make a feparate 
difh, are employed as garnifh for their nobler bre- 
thren ; or, when they appear entirely worthlefs, are 
thrown to the cats and dogs, which céntinually {pit 
and growl beneath the Critic’s table, Our Preface 
is a felect fealt, made only from the nobler captures ;, 
a courfe of Juxuries, to which we how once more in- 
vite our readers to fit down, Let us hope that our 
work may always prove, if not ‘a reft after tedious 
fiudy,” as Sir H. Wotton faid of angling, yet a ftudy 
not in itielf tedious; and in general, according to 
the remainder of that chara¢ter, “ a chearer of fpi- 
rits, a diverter of fadnefs, a calmer of unquiet 
ughts, a moderator of [evil] paffions, and a pro- 
curer of contentednefs *.” 


* See Iz. Walton. Hawkins’s Edit. 1775, p. 43- 
A 2 Divinity. 
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The faith of the Apoftles, attacked in every pof- 
fible way by the licefce of modern pens, never fails 
to meet with found-and able défenders, and- « Wif- 
dom is” ultimately * juftified of her children.” Dr. 
Laurence will always¢ we doubt not, appear among 
thefe defenders, and his Differtation on the Logos of 
St. Fobn* affords a moft honourable fpecimen of 
his ability to inveftigate and to fuppart the truth. 
That the Unitarian will yét refift is probable enough ; 
but, whether he ought to refift, let the readers of 
this tra&t confider. In two inftances we have been 
lately gratified by excellent ‘Teétufes ‘in theology. 
But they are of very different kinds. “Thofe of 
‘Dr. Marfb + are preparatory to’ a general courfe of 
Divinity, and are employed in defining and. dif- 
tributing ‘the fubject, or in confiderations’ prepara- 
tory to the whole. Dr. Ireland's Leéftures {, cal- 
culated for ftill youngér ftudénts, are defigned to 
Jead thém into a view of the ftrugeles of paganifm 
againit the firlt triumphs of the Gotpel, and thus to 
conneét, in one courfe of inftruétion, the knowledge 
of antiquity and the truths of Chriftian faith. The 
Proteflor will doubtlefS fill up the outhne he has 
given, by a correct and coniplete inveftigation, -fo 
‘far at leaft as public leftures will admit; and Dr. 
Ireland has promifed a fequel to his’ volume, in 
which his young hearers are to be fupplied with the 
direct proofs and leading doélrines of our holy’ Re- 
ligion. Mr. Faber’s Differtation on the Prophecies, 
long delayed in our Review for reafons before af- 
figned, has at length been noticed in this volume§; . 
and though we are far from agreeing uniformly with 


* No. I. p.16. Where the name was inadvertently printed 


Lawrence. + No V. p. 485. t No. VI. p, 485- 
4 No. lV. }* 321. ; , . : . : 
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PREFACE. ” 


the author, we are,by no means defirous to with- 


hold from bade the commendation which his endea- 
vours demand. The volumes of facred prophecy 
are inftructive under. every contemplation, and uni 
tentional error is much more venial in a Chrif- 
tian, than wilful difregard. . The abridgment of Peare 
Jon on. the Creed, by Dr. Charles Burney*, though 
principally intended as a manual for young people, 
may be recommended to thofe of every age. What 
Burney draws from Pearfon, few can be qualified to 
overlook, in this age of fuperficial attainment. 

.. In. our account “of Sermons, let us be allowed to 


begin with thofe of Bifhop Horfley +. What we 
' Knew and revered in the man is there moft lumi- 
noully exemplified by his writings. Extenfive learn- 
ing, deep penetration, and a powerful talent of rea- 
foning, qualified. him to interpret the Scripture in a 
ftyle which few other divines. have been able to at- 
tempt; and if he preached differtations, they were 
fuch as it became his fituation and abilities to pro- 
duce, and fuch as no congregation could hear with- 
out improvement. In prailing, however, according to 
their merits, the fermons of our illuftrious friend, we 
would not be thought to depreciate fuch difcourfes as 
thofe, of Mr. Gifborne t, and Dr. Finlayfon §. The 
Apoftles themfelves differed in their ftyle of preach- 
ing and writing; and if one furpaffed the reft in 
energy and profundity, the others had their gifts 
and graces, which equally became. their characters. 
Dr., Outram’s volume |, befides. containing two ex- 
cellent difcourfes, has alfo a claffified and authen- 
ticated view of the opinions of certain fectaries, on 
the great doctrines of .Religion, which ought. to be 
in the hands of every Clergyman. 


* No, VI. p. 584. + No. VI. p. 600. The ac. 
count is cencluded ir the prefent Number. t No. V. 
p> 5il. § No. LIL. p. 253. » I} No. IL, ps 166. 
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vi PREFACE. 


In fpeaking of Charges and Diftourfes feparately 
publifhed, our attention is forcibly called to that 
Charge of the learned Bifocp of Gloucefter, Dr. Hun- 
tingford*, which completes his inftructions to the 
Clergy, on the fubje2 of Ordination. In our 30th 
Volume, we fpoke of a Charge, which was entitled 
«¢ Preparations for the Holy Order of Deacons ;” 
the prefent is a fimilar book of inftru€tion for thofe 
who are about to receive the holy order of Priefts. 
Both are truly worthy of the learning, piety, and abi- 
lities of the Bifhop, and ought to be ftudied with atten- 
tion by every candidate. The Bifbop of Carli—le's Faft 
Sermon + is full of excellent advice, highly adapted 
to the neceffities of the time. Ar. Walker’s Sermon, 
after the funeral of Biihop Strachan}, contains much 
more than fich a difcourfe can ufuaily comprehend ; 
the hiftorical view of an Apoftolical Church, with 
an elucidation of the principles and conduét of its 
rulers. On the celebration of the royal Jubilee, we 
have perufed feveral very good difcourtes; but 
among them we ought undoubtedly to diftinguith 
that of the Principal of Marifchall College, Aberdeen, 
Dr. Brown §. When we meet fo old a friend, we are 
happy to find him unchanged in principles and powers, 
Mr. Archdeacon Daubeny’s Sermon at St. Paul's |, fug~ 
gefts fome very important cautions on the fubject 
of general education; and the apprehenfions which 
he expreffes on the incroachments of. latitudinarian 
fyftems, are fuch as no man can treat with levity, 
who is not himfelf infected with religious indifference. 
Other Difcourfes have been noticed, which might be 
mentioned here ; but we muft always fet bounds to 
an enumeration which, though pleafing to ourfelves, 
might to our readers appear tedious. : 


* No. If. p. 193. + Na. I. p. 83.. 
t No. VI. p. 642. § No, VI. p. 648. 
4 No, LV. P+ 447+ 
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PREFACE, 


METAPHYSICS. 


After celebrating various works of Dr. Kirwan, for 
utility and diligence of inveftigation, we find our- 
felves obliged to enter into controverfy with him, 
on the firft volume of his Metapbyfical Effays*. Heé 
there adopts, and ftrenuoufly contends for the ideal 
fyftem of Berkeley, which we had always been in- 
clined to regard as the dream of philofophical ge- 
nius. To the arguments of its prefent advocate we 
cannot yield our affent, but to deny our refpeétful 
notice to a work of fo much acutenefs, from an 
author fo juftly efteemed, is not confiftent with our 
feelings of propriety. The felf-taught Samuel Drew, 
in writing on the Identity and general Refurrection of 
the human Bodyt, has ftrongly exemplified that 
talent which nature has made charatteriftic of his 
mind ; and though we. cannot affent to all his no 
tions, we are pleafed with the boldnefs of his attempt 
in a good caufe. It is not often that an anonymous 
work deferves recommendation, but the E/ffays on the 
Pleafures of Literary Compofitiont form an excep- 
tion: and though we do not agree with the author in 
all his opinions, we think, that if he has not: already 
a name, he has at leaft the talents to acquire one. » 


History anpd Bi0GRAPHY., | 


. On the former fubje& we have at prefent little 
to fay: a -Curfory View of Pruffia, comaining the 
hiftory of its decline and fall §, being almoft the only 
book of that nature which we have lately taken up. 
It is apparently written by a perfon well acquainted 


* Mo, V. p. 453. and VI. p. 587:- + No. II, p, 112 
i. No. V. p. 552 § No. I. p. 73. 
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with the events. Od/ervations on the biftorical Work 


of Mr. Fox, have alfo a reference to this clafs. 


They correct fome mifreprefentations, and give a 
new narrative of fome facts; and proceeding: from 
the pen of: the Hon.' George Rofe *, have. the pledge 
of his well-known accuracy in their behalf. - = - 
_ With Biography our prefent volume opens, and, 
what is unufual, with the Life of a Saint, the Cornifh 
Hermit, St. Neot +. But, alas! the pen from which 
it proceeded will not delight or inftruct us with any 
new produttion! The perfpicacious, a€tive, and 
well-ftored mind of Yobn Whitaker is removed: to 
another ftate of being; and aflociates perhaps with 
the foul of the royal Saint, whom he honoured with 
his lateft attention. Another divine, not fainted by a 
Pope, but worthy of much more veneration than 
Popes themfelves have ufvally deferved, is cele- 
bratcd by Mr. Churten }., Déan Nowell, the learned 
and pious Catechilt, one of. the fathers of our tem: 
perate Englith Reformation, is no longer deftitute 
of the honour which he had fo highly deferved ;. and 
the account of him will be found at once elaborate 
and fatisfaétory. Of General. Wafhington, we had 
already been fatisfied with a copious Life by. Ader- 
feall, an American Judge §; but the enthufafm of * 
his countrymen is not, fo eafily contented. - Two 
other lives of him, by Agron Bancroft.\\, a paftor, 
and by David Ram/fay, a phyfician, have fince been 
offered to the world. They have both the merit 
of being more concife’ than Marfhall’s work, and 
therefore more adapted to common circulation. Of 
our Englifh Claflics every new illuftration-is accept- 
able, and Dr, Barret’s Effay on. the early- Life of 
Swift, if it eftablifh no very important facts, at 
leait occupies the mind agreeably on the youth of a 


* No. II. p. 161. + No. I. p. 1. t No. I. p. 27. 


é See vol. xxxi. p. 369... | No. II. p. 181. both together. 
No. IT]. p. 230. | 
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molt original writer. | Of a very, different, clafs: wag 
the Italian dramatift Aiperi, but his Memoirs written 
by hinfel{* have. at leaft, a lively amufementy 
offer, and.abound with fingular, anecdote.. . he lit 
of Apollonius, as written by Pbilofiratus t,. oa litele 
reference; to. genuine: biography ; but, as an.ancient 
work, it Jegaands fome degree, of atceation, and 
gives. fcope; to- learned: illuftration.... Prince's, Wore 
thies of. Devon t;. long..a-fearce, book, .is, now..re~ 
printed for the advantage of. the curious, They t0 
whem. books.,are; valuable, only..in. proportion as 
they .are {carce,- will hardly thank the Editors .for 
= trouble. The Life of Moy by Walter Seost, 
will be mentioned when we {peak of the edition to 
which it is annexed §. 


TopoGRAPHY. 


Topography; to” be. fen in ripericeengy fhould 
unite the talents of the biographer,’ the’ antiquary, 
and the totrift; and when'all*have taken’ their turn, 
an inftructive and pleafitig- work is’ produced, In 
My. Illingworth’ account of Seainpténs in Lincoln- 
fhire], the antiquary a ‘little prevails; * but the work 
is fuch as liberal readerss of ‘every clafs * muft-infal- 
fibly approve. ‘We’ have concluded’ ih this volume 
our accounts’ of Mr. Polwbel?’s voluminous works 
on Devonfoire | ‘and’ Cornwall ** ; arid we'catt fairly 
fay of them, that, in point of ‘diligent ‘refearch,’ and 
elegant illuftration, they have feldom been fur- 
pafied. Mr. Meyrick has rendered ‘to the» County of 
Cardigan +} a fimilar fervice ; and his volume will 
doubtlefs be commended by thofe who delight in 


* No. I. p. 8 + No. VI. p. 569- t No. VI. 
a ar Bin delebis priv. Noi Til. p. 306. 
‘I No, JV. p. 369. ** No. I. pe23. See’ vol. Scxid. 


P+ 321, and XXIV, Pe 490, t+ No. LV. pe 342% 
copious 



































a 


: OHS BR oC 








PREFACE. 


4: 


ious information. Chelfea has at length found its 
hiftorian, and Mr. Faulkner * has fhown, that even 
thofe things which are clofe at our doors, require 
fome antiquary to inveftigate, and fome hiftorian to 
record them. Lockie’s Topography of London + is a work 
of mere reference, without defcription, and not pro- 
feffing particular refearch; but it is a guide to 
ftrangers, of the completeft kind, referring to the 
name of every place in London in alphabetical order. 
Mr. Bigland defcribes the World} at large, and 
though the extent of his fubje&t gives more pro- 
perly another name to his labours, yet, as he ftands 
alone in our prefent volume, we venture to intros 
duce him here. | 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


As our countrymen are at prefent either excluded 
from France, or fhut up im it, we muft. rely chiefly’ 
upon foreigners for reports of its actual ftate. In. 
this point of view, we are obliged to Col. Pinkney, 
an American, for the account of a tour made by him 
in 1807 and 18084; not that his materials are very 
important, but that fomething is contributed, where - 
at prefent a fcarcity prevails. .To other: Americans, | 
Captains Lewis and Clarke, we are indebted for a 
view of the interior of their own continent, and for 
travels by the Mifouri and Columdia Rivers |, where 
no civilized enquirer had ull now intruded upon the 
retirements of the natives. Their expedition was 


“the fame which was lefS perfectly defcribed by 


Ga/s J, and their route entirely different from that 
of our countryman, Sir Alexander Mackenzie **, 
From the accounts of both it is evident, that the 


* No. VI. p.624. + No. Il. p.jri. = t¢ Nou IVe 
p- 387. _§ Noell. p. 320% } No ILI, p. 247. 
G See vol. xxxil. p. 504. ** See our xxth volume. 
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native Americans are not perfons to vifit for méré 
amufement. The Travels of the Duke de Ché- 
telet* take us*back to the view of Portugal as it 
was near forty*years ago; but the account appears 
to: have been correé&t when it was given; and for 
the changes which time and political occurrences 
have introduced, we muft make proportionable al- 
lowance. Among ‘flighter fketches of this nature, 
Lieut. Steele's Tour in ihe Atlantict, and Mifs 
Spencer's Summer Excurfions t, in out own ‘country, 
may admit of -a curfory notice; if they do not ma- 
teriaily inftruct, they may at leaft agreeably amufe, 
which, if done in a rational manner, is worthy of 
fome commendasion. 


PuiLosopHy anD NaTwRAL Hisrory. 


‘The Afiatic Refearches § lead us by an_eafy tran- 
fition from the former clais to this; being often oc- 
eupied in the defcription of new regions, and the 
objects which they offer to view. Their contents 
indeed are fo extremely various, that they may better 
connect different divifions than be affigned to any 
one: We have now. concluded our account.of the 
eighth volume. . Mr. de Luc’s elementary work on 
Geology ||, -is-.an excellent introduction to that now 
important feience, and we rejoice to fee the labours 
of an early coadjutor @ fo long ,continued with. fuc- 
cefs. Religion herlelf 1s fupported by the refearches 
of Mr, de Luc. Mr. Dalton’s Volume on Chemifiry**, 
is the beginning of a fyftematic treatife, to be com- 
pleted when the author may find leifure. — It certaifily 
promifes well, fo: far as he has yet proceeded, and 


* No. IV. p. 357. + No. IIT. p.g14. 

t No.1. p. 189. § No. III. p..321, and 1V. 346, 

4 No. V..p. 497- @ See Geological Letters, in our 
fecond and fubfequent volumes. ** No, IIL, p. 241. 
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we hall be glad to fee the remainder of the work, 
By the efforts. of various naturalifis, Britithh Zoology 
is likely to receive a complete inveftigation. To the 
number of labourers in this department, Mr. Bing- 
dey is now added; and by the plan which he has 
formed for his Alemoirs of Britifo Quadrupeds*, is 
enabled to add fyftematic method to popular il 
Tuftration, without confufing the one or obfcuring 
the other. The Elements of the Linnzan Botany, as 
ately given in two {mall volumes, with plates +, are 
a model of elegance in an introductory work. Very 
feldom have etchings of fuch freedom and fpirit 


ybeen employed to initiate young ftudents; and t 


defériptive parts are no lefs remarkable for judicj- 
ous felection, : 


MeEpIcinE. 


Though Medicine has been, for fo many ages, 
the ftudy of the moft enlightened men, yet improve- 
Ments are always wanting, and will probably be want- 
ang to the end of the world. Much gratitude is 
therefore due to thofe who ftrike out a novel re- 
amedy, which is not only fupported by reafon, but 
confirmed by fuccefsful practice. Such appear to 
be the circumftances under which Ad. Watt, a fur- 
‘geon of Glafgow, has publithed his Ca/es of Diabetes, 
ct. We have paid to his publication that atten- 
Aion which it feemed to demand, and we recommend 
it to the confideration of medical praétitioners in 
general, The arduous fubject of Jufanity has been 
confiderably illuftrated by the tract of Mr. Haflam §, 
who however fhines much more as a medical atten- 
dant, than in the charaéter he occafionally affumes, 


of a metaphyfical philofopher. The plan.of intro- 


». No. V. p- 444. = + No. VY; p- 5226: ‘ 
t No. il, p. 124. § No. V. p. 475- 
ducing 
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ducing Opium into the human ‘frame, by means of 
friction, has been fuccefsfully purfted by Mr. Ward*, 
of Manchefter; and itis mot improbable, ‘that in 
time, the fame mode of application will be found 
practicable with many other’ drugs. The doétriné 
of Mufcular Motions: has been: ably illuftrated by 
Dr. Barclay, of Edinburgh +; the harfhnefs of wh 
nomenclature, though it may alarm the young 
{tudent, will not prevent the zealous phyfician from 
confidering his important opinions. To comprefs into 
a neat and convenient form the general maxims of di- 
agnofis and practice is alfo an arduous tafk, though of 
humbler eftimation than thofe of invention and dif> 
covery. ~Dr. Hooper, howevet,- has ‘not difdained 
the employment, and his Phy/cian’s Vade Mecum & 
proves, that”he was qualified to fucceed in it, 


Law. 


The Treatife on Tithes, which Mr. Toller has 
founded on the refearchés of Dr. Woode/on §, is fuch 
a work as mutt be acceptable, not only to profeffional 
men, but to all who have tithés either to pay orto 
receive. The Glearnefs of its method and the found- 


nefs of its authoritiés give it every title to attention, 


The privileges of the Houfe of Commons having been 


‘ftrangely difpited’ by thofe, whofe fafety depends 


upon their continuarice, “Mr, C. W. Wynd, in a trac 
of much refearch |], and by arguments no lefs found 
than learned, has defended the caufe of the people 
acaintt themfelves; and fhown, that the right affumed 
is conneéted with thé vical principlés of ‘the Con- 
ftitution. The fanie @oéttine is held’ by ‘another 


_ writer, Mr. Pueckie @; and the cafe is in“fa& fo clear, 


* No. V. p> 524. + No. VI. p. 6355 
t No IV, of 4s6s ‘ ; No. 1V. p. 354. 
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that nothing but a temporary delufion could throw 
a fhade upon it. If the people could any where be 
made wife enough to know, that their’ occafional 
errors mutt, for their.own fakes, be oppofed, it would 
be in England; but while they who: have better 
knowledge, find or fancy an intereit: in deluding 
them, that period is bur little likely to arrive. 


Ponitics, : 

The fame topic might very powerfully be ils 
luftrated by the confideration of Mr. Stepben’s able 
fpeech on the American Overtures*. That honours 
able Member there demonftrates, that the meafure 
which was then moved to be refcinded; and:to render 
which unpopular incredible pains had been taken, 
not wholly without fuccefs, was the very ftep which 
had actually recovered our trade ; and without which, 
or fomething equivalent, it could not have been re- 
ftored. Such is the patriotifm of invariable oppo. 
fition to Government! The policy of the American 
Cabinet (if the exprefiion may be ufed) was further 
developed by the pen of a Boftonian t, who fhows 
us plainly what we have to expect from: the difpo< 
fition of Mr. Madifon. But to the pen of another 
American}, a Mr. Walfe, well known to many 
leading perfons in this country, we are indebted for. 
the moit luminous view of the ‘prefent ftate of 
France, that deep political knowledge, and accu- 
rate perfonal enquiry could produce. Qualified. as 
this writer evidently is to pronounce with decifion on 
fuch fubje&ts, we rejoice in the encomiums which 


-he has voluntarily beftowed opon England ; and look 


forward with earneft anticipation to a more finifhed 
political work, which he promifts in the prefent. A 


© No. HL. p. 262 No. IVa pi gre. 
¢ No. V. p. 433. His name has fince bees made-kfidwn. 
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kind of abftrac&t of this Letter was very judicioufly 
publifhed, foon after the original appeared, under the 
title of England and France*. A few of the fame 
truths were explained by our countryman Mr. Start, 
lately efcaped from ‘the tyranny of Verdun; but his 
tract, though ‘ufeful in its way, does not, in all re- 
fpects, carry with it an equal authority. The Prin- 
ciples and Condul¥ of the Wart, were ably eluci- 
dated by an anonymous writer, whom we noticed 
early in the prefent volume; and our domeftic dif- 
fentions were endeavoured to be counteraéted by 
another writer, affuming the title of Plain Senfe §, 
The Speech and Letter of Lord Melville, on im- 
portant topics of arrangement, particularly relating 
to naval ‘affairs, could not fail to deferve attention, 
and were juftly recommended to the notice of our 
readers. Other political tracts, though mentioned 
with fome approbation, do not appear fufficiently im- 
en to be again brought forward. They muft 
fought for in our Monthly Catalogues. 


Poetry. 


Efcaping from Politics to. Poetry is like goi 
from the Furies to the Graces, a very happy. de 
‘wery! Here we have only to choofe among various 
fweets;.a feparate compofition, or a volume ‘col- 
lected.. In the former divifion we notice the Plants, 
by Mr. TigheG, an ingenious poem, of which: the 
two firft Cantos give a pleafing hope of thofe which 
are to follow. But: Mr. Croker’s. Lyrical Poem, on 
the Battles of Talavera **, deferves‘a mote patticular 
diftinction.» Seldom, in this day, do we fee. fuch 
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animated ftrains, compofed with fo much claffical 


eorrecinefs, . Belfour’s Spanifh Heroifm*, if more 
obnoxious to criticifm, is alfo'entitied to the Gritic’s 


praife; and Erin, by Mr: Smedley +, though. it does 
not exhauft, yet indicates and:opens a truly ‘noble 
fubjec&t. Two poems, which the writers have not 
chofen to avow, have yet their claim to commenda- 
tion. Thefe-are the Renovation of India t, written 
for Dr. Buchanan’s prize ; and: the Hofpital §, a poem 
on a familiar fubject, according to the plan of. Mr. 
Crabbe, but not, like his, affifted hy the charm of 
rhyme. Turning to collections of poems,” we are 


reminded of Mi/s Mitford |; whofe name our. com- . 


‘pofitor disfigured, and whole. verfes, elegant. as:they 
are, did. not quite efcape -his-pervertions “When: her 
mame is changed again, we truft ic. wall -be.-for a 
better purpofe. If we might reject-a few .compo- 
fitions from Mr. .Holloway’s) volume, entitled the 
Minor Minftrell G, it would have Jefs of «the minor 
“character in it; the author is by no means deftitute 
of poetical talent, but the frequent operation of his tafte 
is to deprefs his natural powers. The fonnets and 
other Poems of Martha Hanfon** have alfo their 
claims to our praife; and the {pecimens of Fo/epb 
Blackett’s compofitions t+ juftify the exertions of Mr. 
..Pratt on his behalf. <3 7 ‘ 
We come now to-tranflations, among which fome 


_ of dittinguithed merit have lately come before us. 


Mr. Girdiefione’s Pindar ¢t, the firft complete tranf 
Jation in our language of that Poet’s remains, is ho- 
*nourable to the talents and learning of the tranfator ; 
mor is Adr. Elton’s Hefiod §§ unworthy to take: its 


. place in the fame clafs, To give she Jived in blank 


Ri “re 
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verfe, after the tranflations which had appeared, 
was a {till more arduous tafk; but Mr. Morrice* 
has done credit to himfelf, though he may not have 
eclipfed his competitors. In tranflating from a 
modern poet, Gefsner, Adr..Baker ¢ difplayed con- 
fiderable powers ; but, if we are not mifinformed, 
our praifes can no longer gratify his mind. . In the 
comic drama, appearing as it ought to appear, in 
verte, Sir Fomes Burges has given new life to a play 
of Maffinger; and his compolition, entitled Riches f, 
pleafed, as it deferved to pleafe, the audiences of 
London... RS. 3 : 

.. For .the republication of Headley's Specimens, at- 
companied with a life of the elegant and lamented 
editor, the public owes. a real obligation td Mr. 
Kett §, whote zeal. for his departed friend, though 
active, is not ini any refpeét extravagant. - The fe- 
jection of poetry, entitled Englifh Minfrelfy}, is 
not uncreditable to the tafte of the compilér, and 
comprifes a few original compofitions, | 


MIsceLuanies. 


To this place we have been obliged to referve 
the collected works. of Dryden; for who fo various 
as that copious writer in the exertions of his powers 
ful pen? Nor is the edition which Mr. Walter 
Scott.G has .prepared, by any means unworthy’ of 


the author. Something, in fo extenfive a°'work, 
muft always be liable to exception; but we exa- 
mined it without a with to cavil, and gave our fen- 


timents at large,.in a way which ‘we thought likely 
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to be ufeful. Whoever is nat envious of their fuc- 
cefs, muft. rejoice at the. progrefs of Mr. Beloe’s 
volumes on Literature.. The fourth, which we lately 
noticed *, is as replete with curious anecdote as the 
former volumes; and the topics, xe 6 announced, 

omife a continuation not at all inferior, Mr. 
Card's Literary Recreations + are of a different ftamp, 
but by no means deficient in attractions ; and Mr. 
Blagdon’s Flowers of Literature are continued with 
the fame fpirit which they always pofleffed {. Nor 
is.even.a “prec raha well digefted, an inconfiderable 
acceffion to Literature ; as that of Mr. Harris, com- 
ped for the Royal Inftitution §, will long continue to 
evince, | 

We have many other books to notice,’ in this 
concluding fe€tion of our .Preface, which cannot 
eafily be conneéted by any natural tranfition. . Such 
are the Corre/pondence of Sir Richard Steele}, which, 
if we had recollected our former ideas, we fhould 
have claffed with biographical. works, as. illuftrative 
of the charaéter of the writer; the Manual of various 
Effays J, and the Manual prepared for Anglers, by 
the ingenuity of Mr.-Howitt**,. Still more hete- 
rogeneous are Mr. Marjb's Introduétion to Har- 
monics tt, Mr. Fenning’s tract on the Dutch Com- 
miflioners {{, the pamphlet of a Scotch Farmer, on 
Landed iti’, , and the Remarks of Sir Thomas 
Bernard on the New School. Yet all thefe have, 
in their various lines, by far coo confiderable merit to 
be paffed over in filence, 

Here, however, we hold our hand. Some minor 
publications, which we had noted down as worthy 
of fome notice, are fo trifling in comparifon, that 
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they would rather caft a fhade on thofe which we 
have mentioned, than be raifed into confequence by 
the diftin&tion. They will be found in their refpec- 
tive places, with the commendations which they 
feem to deferve. 


Forfitan hee aliquis, nam funt quoque, parva vocabit 3 
At que non profunt fingula, multa juvant. 


To our readers we with pleafure and advantage 
from the whole of this volume; and thus we take 
our leave for another half-yearly period, 
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